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 SPRING BREAK POETRY 

It is almost spring break! What are you 

going to do? A big trip out of the coun-

try? Out of state? Or, are you having a 

well deserved “staycation”? If you're 

staying home, here are some of the 

BEST things to do in Birmingham. 

 

Are you a fan of science? Do 

you like IMAX domes? Then 

the McWane Center is the 

place to go. You can sign up to partici-

pate in a wacky experiment. 

 

Next is the Birmingham Zoo--

located right down the road! 

You’ll be able to see the new 

jaguar exhibit coming this 

month! You’ll want to see it all, take a 

whirl on the choo-choo train, and enjoy 

life in the wild. 

 

The Birmingham Museum of 

Art is next on the list, with 

beautiful artwork from all over 

the world and a fascinating 

sculpture garden. Fine art make you 

hungry? There’s even a cafe! 

 

Railroad Park is a great place 

to chillax with the family and 

see the city at its finest. Walk-
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Birmingham Botanical Gar-

dens, located next door to the 

zoo, features some of the 

South’s finest blooms. Take a stroll 

through the peaceful Japanese Gar-

den with the biggest koi this side of the 

Land of the Rising Sun. 

 

Interested in learning more 

about the Civil Rights Move-

ment? Birmingham was one of 

the main stages for many im-

portant events from that time in our 

history. Check it out at the Civil Rights 

Institute. 

 

The Alabama Sports Hall of 

Fame won’t disappoint local 

sports fans, so go learn about 

the history of sports in our great 

state! 

 

Ruffner Mountain Nature Pre-

serve features trails for hiking, 

knowledgeable guides to an-

swer all your questions, and 

since it’s spring—the loudest night frogs 

in the city. 

 

Whatever you do on your spring break, 

don’t be bored; go explore! 

ing and bike trails, koi ponds, skate-

board pits, and pretty green spaces for 

a picnic make this park a must-do. 

 

The Moss Rock Preserve is a 350

-acre nature preserve with nat-

ural rock formations, waterfalls, 

and 10 miles of walking trails. 

 

Red Mountain Park has over 15 

miles of trails, open space for 

play and picnics, and the Hugh 

Kaul Beanstalk Forest with an 

impressive ropes course complete with 

swaying bridges, tight ropes, and a zip 

line. 
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The perfect spring 

break for wherever 

you go 

The sun shining on 

the ground, wheth-

er snow or sand 

The element of 

having fun, surfing or skiing 

Having family time shred-

ding the slopes or bearing 

their toes in the sand 

Falling in a white blanket of 
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night. That’s a little too 

much for me! I don’t think 

people shouldn’t like you 

just because you like cats. 

If you like something differ-

ent than what others pre-

fer, then that means you’re 

unique. You probably 

don’t have the same favor-

ite color as all your friends, 

so why should they be rude 

to you because you don’t 

like the same pet? People 

should be accepted for 

who they are, not because 

they are all clones of each 

 

Dear Need Friends 4 Life, 

I do like cats, but some-

times I prefer dogs, too. I 

don’t think I would like one 

million cats in my bed at 

Dear Miss Know-It-All, 

I am sad because on the 

playground I am being 

excluded. Nobody wants 

to play with me. They think I 

am weird. It’s not very kind. 

I am scared they won’t be 

my friend anymore. I need 

help. I want friends. They 

think I am weird because I 

love cats. I want one mil-

lion cats. Don’t judge. 

What should I do? 

 

From, 

Need Friends 4 Life 

other! So, be happy about 

your differences. As for 

finding new friends, I don’t 

think these friends are 

good friends because they 

are quite rude to you right 

now. Try finding some new 

friends who are true and 

who don’t hurt your feel-

ings just because you like 

cats. 

 

Sincerely, 

Miss Know-It-All 

 

P.S. I like Persian cats best! 

snow or eating a 

faceful of sand 

Trying your first black 

diamond or standing 

up on your first wave 

Having a cup of hot 

chocolate or having 

an ice cold lemonade 

Whether it's this place here 

Or this place there 

You can have the perfect 

spring break anywhere 



Legacy is the newest member of the Lancer League. Be-

fore winter break, a sixth-grade girl talked with Mrs. 

McCombs about her idea to form a group whose goal 

would be to leave a positive legacy at MBE. Mrs. McCombs 

thought it was an excellent idea and volunteered to spon-

sor the new Legacy group. Six students volunteered to join, 

and Legacy was up and running in a matter of weeks. 

 

What does Legacy do? In the words of Mrs. McCombs, 

they “will work to design games and activities that are cen-

tered around building positive friendships and recognizing 

individual worth.” The lessons are presented by the six 

group members during Morning Meeting to kindergarten 

through 5th grades. They reads books, play games, and put 

on skits. At the end of each week, the Legacy leaders ask 

the students to write reflections about what they liked and 

what could be improved on. 

 

At the first Legacy 

meeting, the group 

set goals and de-

cided on a symbol 

to represent the 

work of Legacy. 

Since MBE had just 

earned Lighthouse 

Status, one group 

member suggested 

using light. “Be the 

light that shines for 

others” is what the 

group came up 

with. This means to 

focus on others in-

stead of oneself. The Legacy symbol or “mascot” is a can-

dle. The candle represents what Legacy hopes to accom-

plish: Legacy wants to spread the light instead of blowing it 

out. 

 

In March the Legacy group focused on “amplifying the 

light.” This means focusing on the individual self inside or 

outside of school. Things such as music, sports, arts, and 

grades are important to amplify your light. In April, Legacy 

will focus on “brightening the light.” This centers on team-

work and how to become a better friend. Brightening may 

include group projects, teams, and other ideas. Lastly, in 

May, Legacy will be “spreading the light.” This includes 

helping the community outside MBE. Everyone in the school 

has probably already contributed to a community service 

project. This is an example of spreading your light. 

 

Perhaps when you become a sixth grader, you’ll carry on 

the Legacy and continue the important work these volun-

teers have begun! 

January to John Petty and 

Jemison (Huntsville, Al) by 

11 in the championship of 

the Al.com Classic in Hunts-

ville at the Von Braun Cen-

ter. The other was 11 points 

at the hands of the Hoover 

Bucs. Perhaps the worst loss 

was by 4 to Spain Park that 

ended the 37-game home 

winning streak by 4 points. 

Our other poor loss was at 

Faulkner University in Mont-

gomery at the Capitol City-

Steel City Showcase by 11 

to Carver High School 

Some of the best wins were 

the four wins against the 

H u f f m a n  V i k i n g s 

(Birmingham, Al), including 

one in the regional finals at 

Jacksonville State; a 65-33 

win against 6A Final Four 

team Austin (Decatur, Al); 

and a 40-point blowout at 

Spain Park (Hoover, Al). 

 

Along the way, though, the 

Spartans did have some 

rough patches. One of 

those was losing two of 

three games in December-

  center 

(Montgomery, Al). One 

other was in the area title 

game. 

 

The Spartans did beat a 

few state champs, includ-

ing 1A champ Sacred 

Heart (Anniston, Al) at 

Jacksonville State by 54 

and 6A champ Paul W. 

Bryant (Cottondale, Al). 

That is a tremendous sea-

son for your 2017 7A State 

Champion, the Mountain 

Brook Spartans. Go, Spar-

tans! 

Wow! This Spartans’ basket-

ball season has been wild 

from the 17-0 start, to the 

State Championship win. 

Here is a review of the 2016

-2017 Mountain Brook High 

School Basketball season. 

  

It all started in mid-

November with a 102-41 

obliteration of Jackson-Olin 

(Ensley, Al) and ended with 

a State Championship win 

over Garrison Brooks and 

the Auburn High School 

Tigers 63-43. 

on the middle step. When 

Ms. R-H’s family wrestles or 

plays together, Bryn gets 

very concerned and tries 

to keep order. 

 

Corgis are very short, dwarf 

dogs, and Ms. R-H says Bry-

n’s legs are only two inches 

long! She’s also not very 

smart, according to Ms. R-

H. What Bryn’s missing in 

brains, she makes up for in 

affection and cuteness.  

 

Ms. R-H's dog is great, and 

we should welcome Bryn 

and Ms. Rohlfs-Hill to the 

MBE family! 

Say hello to Bryn! Bryn is Ms. 

Rohlfs-Hill’s dog. She is a 

Welsh Corgi. Bryn means 

“hill” in Welsh, and she’s 

named for Ms. Rohlfs-Hill’s 

family name. 

 

Corgis are herding dogs in 

Wales, and Bryn herds Ms. 

R-H’s two children and the 

family cat, a Maine Coon 

named Kikoo. Kikoo likes to 

pounce on Bryn when she 

climbs the stairs. 

 

Bryn keeps a close watch 

on her “herd,” so if some of 

the family is upstairs and 

some downstairs, Bryn lies 

Atlantis Paradise 

Island Resort, Baha-

mas 

 

Smuggler Notch 

Resort, Vermont 

 

Rancho de los Ca-

ballero, Arizona 

 

Sandy Lane, Barba-

dos 

 

Steamboat Springs, 

Colorado 
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Loews Coronado 

Bay, California 

 

 

Kauai Surf, Hawaii 

 

 

Kalahari Resort, Wis-

consin Dells 

 

South Seas Island Re-

sort, Florida 

 

Club Med, Domini-

can Republic 
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